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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: . . . preserving much of the primitive matrix. Emery (Arch. Ital. Biol. , III. , 37) has
directed attention to the primitive homogeneous matrix of the vertebrate mesoderm, and especially to the
separate sub-epidermal layer of the embryo, which contains no cells at first. In the human Cut 8. --Two sections
of the placental amnion: A, from an embryo of the eighth month; B, at term; ect, ectoderm; met, mesoderm; a,
layer of mesodermic cells. X34o amnion there is a non-cellular layer under the epithelium, as is well shown in
Cut 8, A and B. Sometimes this layer is invaded to a certain extent by connective tissue cells, B; in other cases
the portion of the matrix towards the chorion acquires a fibrillar character, A, as if partially resorbed, but in no
case have I seen the matrix entirely altered from its primitive character. The cells of the mesoderm lie in
lacunae; they are flattened in the plane parallel to the surface, and hence in vertical sections, Cut 8, appear
more or less fusiform. They present no special features, so far as I have observed, to distinguish them from
other embryonic connective tissue cells. Their bodies have little aHinity for coloring-matters, hence it is diHicult
to follow the processes by which the cells are united. Their nuclei are at first round or oval. AIer the third
month they often show a great variety of alterations in shape and size, Cuts 9, 10; some of the nuclei are then...
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