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Excerpt: . . . oughts, we really appreciate you taking the time to be here. STATEMENT OF JAMES L.
CONNAUGHTON, CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Mr. Connaughton. Great. Thank you very
much, Chairwoman McMorris, Congressman and distinguished members of the Committee. I am pleased to be
here today to discuss the implementation and improvement of the National Environmental Policy Act. I think I
need to begin, Madam Chairman, Chairwoman McMorris, reflecting on the time I spent in Walla Walla, in your
home district, where they are working on a project of national resource restoration that is a testament to the
local involvement and collaboration and broad interest group activity that leads to solutions rather than
obstacles. So I think you have in your own backyard an example of the kind of process we want to replicate
over and over again in the implementation of NEPA. That is why I was pleased to spend some time with you as
you launched your eGort, and I am really delighted to be here as we get to the back end of your public hearing
process and look forward as we move toward taking into account everything that you have learned, and
hopefully we can continue to provide you the strong assistance that we have thus far. Now, as the first modern
environmental statute, NEPA is remarkable for its simplicity. Its foundational objectives, especially those found
in Section 101, are as relevant today as when Congress passed it. As I am sure you are discovering in your
review, the implementation and management of NEPA is a story of innovation and success and one of
challenges,...
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