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Before the Subcommittee on Africa and the Subcommittee of the Near East of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
House of Representatives Ninety-Second Congress North Africa is an area which should command the attention
of foreign policy makers because of: (1) Its strategic geographical position, dominating the Mediterranean;
(2)lts size and population - the four states of Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya alone have an area almost
equivalent to that of Europe (excluding the Soviet Union) and have a population of more than 35 million
people; (3) Its essential petroleum and other mineral resources; and (4) Its links with Europe, Africa, and the
Middle East. North Africa, the Maghrib, is part of several regional networks at the same time. Close cultural,
historical, and often political ties of these Arab States with the Arab States of the Middle East must be
juxtaposed with some traditional and some very recent and increasing political and economic ties with black
Africa. In a third direction, the states of North Africa have important economic and political relations with
Western Europe in general and with France in particular. Although the common planning in the sixties for some
sort of economic union did not come to fruition for a variety of reasons, the intra-regional relations of these
states with each other are becoming increasingly important and, although each state is pursuing its own
economic policy, there is increasing movement towards the eventual development of common economic
policies. Moreover, in their association with the Organization of African Unity (OAU), they are pursuing a
common policy toward several issues, including policies toward Africa and colonialism....
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